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Fine Arts: Jim Dine, Years Ago & Now 
Jim Kempner Fine Art is pleased to announce Jim Dine: Years Ago & Now, an 
exhibition which celebrates the illustrious career of one of the most influential Post-
War American artists. The exhibition will feature five of the artist’s most recent 
editions, a significant painted bronze Venus sculpture, and a selection of prints and 
unique work from the 1960s and 1970s. The exhibition will be on view from February 
11th– March 29th, 2016. An opening reception for the public will be held on Thursday, 
February 11th, from 5– 7 pm. 

Jim Dine’s work is characterized by the emergence and reemergence of select motifs, 
such as the heart, the robe, and the Venus. Primary Ladies is a striking bronze 
sculpture consisting of three variegated Venus bodies, modeled after the Hellenistic 
sculpture Venus de Milo from 100 BC. Dine brought the image of the Venus to light in 
painting, printmaking, and sculpture in the late 1970s- 1980s. For Dine, the Venus was 
“a link to art history… and is about the relationship of art and the history of art to 
objects.” Noted for their corporeality, Dine’s Venus sculptures have transformed a 
popular icon in Western art. A monumental outdoor version entitled Looking Toward 
the Avenue can be seen on New York’s Sixth Avenue between 52nd and 53rd Streets. 

Chartres, 2nd Version; 2015; Years Ago, 2015; and Watercolored by Jim, 2015 are all 
variations on the image of the heart. Originally developed from sets he designed in 
1965 for Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the heart is another dominant 
theme in the artist’s oeuvre. Variations of the motif are seen in Hearts in the Meadow, 
a mixed-media work on paper from 1970 and Heart in a Landscape from 1968. Heart 
in a Landscape, a small oil on canvas, is one example of the artist’s more personal 
paintings. The inscription in the top right corner (“for BEANS”) is a reference to Jim 
Dine’s friend Sergio Emidi, an Italian actor from the 1960’s and 1970’s, who was 
nicknamed “Fagiolo” after his favorite food, beans. 

For the past five decades, Jim Dine has integrated printmaking as a dominant art 
making method, exploring the full range of its aesthetic potential. His editions 
showcase a mastery of combining woodcut, etching, aquatint, lithography and hand 
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painting on paper. The exhibition features a sampling of Dine’s most recognizable 
imagery spanning the length of his career. Zein Robe, 2014 is a lithograph with hand 
painting of a robe, one of Dine’s most prolific motifs. His adaption of the robe began 
in 1964 and has re-appeared sporadically in his work transforming from a self-
portrait to a more iconic, expressive, and spiritual vehicle. Other selections from the 
exhibition include select etchings and drawings of various tools, another prominent 
theme in Dine’s work. 

Jim Dine (b. 1935, Cincinnati, Ohio) moved to New York City in 1958 and became an 
instant figure in the New York art world, staging many of the first “Happenings” 
alongside artists Claus Oldenburg, Allan Kaprow, and Robert Whitman. Since his first 
solo exhibition in 1960, Dine’s work has been the subject of more than 300 solo 
exhibitions worldwide. He has had surveys and retrospectives at major institutions 
such as the Whitney Museum of American Art (1970); Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum, NY (1999); and the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. (2004). He has 
received numerous awards and honors including the Cincinnati Art Award from the 
Cincinnati Museum of Art (2010); the Legacy in Lithography Award from Tamarind 
Institute, College of Fine Arts, University of New Mexico (2010); the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 10th Annual Medal Award (2005); the Library Lions 
Award, New York Public Library (2003); and others. Dine’s work is held in major public 
collections worldwide, including the Art Institute of Chicago; the Cleveland Museum of 
Art; Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C.; the Israel Museum, Jerusalem; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; San Francisco Museum of 
Art; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum; Tate Gallery, London; the Whitney Museum of 
American Art; and others. 

Source: https://www.artsy.net/show/jim-kempner-fine-art-jim-dine-years-ago-and-now 
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Vocabulary 
prints (noun) 
2-dimensional art made in multiple copies 

characterized (verb) 
identified by a major quality (of something) 

striking (adj) 
making a strong impression 

variegated (adj) 
showing irregular patterns 

corporeality (noun) 
physicality, or having a body  

sporadically (adv) 
in irregular intervals 

woodcut (noun) 
print made from a wood printing plate 

etching (noun) 
drawing engraved into metal 

iconic (adj) 
easily recognized and representative of a larger category of things 

retrospective (noun) 
a display of an artist's work that covers the entire period of his/her life 
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Questions 
Question 1 
Name three themes or motifs that are found in Jim Dine's work. 

Question 2 
Where is Looking Toward the Avenue located? 

Question 3 
How long has Jim been incorporating printmaking into his art? 

Question 4 
What five different techniques does Dine use in his printmaking? 

Question 5 
What type of clothing is featured as Dine's most recognizable imagery? 

Question 6 
Where was Jim Dine born? 

Question 7 
Where did Jim Dine become famous? 

Question 8 
Is Jim Dine internationally famous, or only well-known? Explain. 
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Answers 
Answer 1 
1. heart 
2. robe 
3. Venus 

Answer 2 
On New York's Sixth Avenue, between 52nd and 53rd streets. 

Answer 3 
Jim Dine has been doing this for five decades. 

Answer 4 
1. woodcut 
2. etching 
3. aquatint 
4. lithography 
5. hand painting 

Answer 5 
His most recognizable imagery is the robe. 

Answer 6 
He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Answer 7 
He became famous in New York City 

Answer 8 
Dine's work is internationally famous and is displayed/owned by museums 
worldwide. 


