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Get Movin’ With a Career in 3D Animation  

What is 3D Animation? 
Sometimes referred to as 3D CGI, 3D animation is a type of animation that uses 
computer generated images to create animated scenes. Compared to 2D animation, 
or traditional animation, 3D has much more depth, and it looks much more realistic. 

An animated scene starts with one picture, which is referred to a frame. The next 
frame is a picture that is slightly advanced a few milliseconds in time. After hundreds 
or thousands of these frames are flashed on a screen in rapid succession, they give 
the illusion of a moving picture. 

The majority of the animated feature movies and short animated skits today are 
created with 3D animation, and this is a rapidly growing industry. 

What Does a 3D Animator Do? 
A career in 3D animation involves creating 3D moving images using computer 
software. These images are made with the use of digital models. After the models 
have been created, details are added, like hair, clothing, skin, grass, trees, and any 
other item that completes a scene. 

The types of animations that 3D animators create can vary. Some 3D animators create 
long feature movies, for instance. Others may create shorter animations, like short 
skits, which can be used for advertisements or website animations. Some 3D 
animators specialize in creating animations for video games, and others create special 
effects for live action motion pictures. 

Depending on an animator’s area of expertise, he might also specialize in creating 
different aspects of an animation. For instance, one animator may create animated 



        Resources for ESL B-Block 
  
 

																		https://esl-arts.ccdmd.qc.ca	 	 	 2 

people, while others will help complete the background animation, like landscapes 
and buildings. 

3D animators also work with several different people when creating an animated 
scene. For instance, they will often work with writers and directors. They must also 
coordinate the animated action with voice actors and music directors. 

What is the Annual Salary for a 3D Animator? 
3D animation is one of the fastest growing careers. Since most animated scenes are 
now created with this type of technology, the demand for this type of technical 
knowledge is increasing. The average salary for 3D animators reflects this. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 3D animators made roughly a median 
salary of $58,510 annually. Some more successful (top 90+ percentile) 3D animators 
have the capacity to make over $100,000 each year depending on industry working in 
and state living within. 

What are the Education Requirements For a Career in  
3D Animation? 
3D animation is a technical career that requires specialized knowledge. Because of 
this, individuals looking to break into a career in 3D animation usually need to 
complete at least four years of post-secondary education. Some animators may 
further their education even more and earn a master’s degree in 3D animation. 
Research animation schools and online animation programs today. 

To earn a degree in this area, students will usually need to take a combination of art 
and computer courses, as well as courses in anatomy and natural sciences. 
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What Can I do With a Degree in 3D Animation? 
Students who have earned degrees in 3D animation are sometimes hired by large 
animation studios. These studios may create feature length movies or short animated 
scenes, which can be used for advertising or website design. 

Individuals interested in a career in 3D animation may also want to consider aiding in 
the creation of video games. This rapidly growing industry uses 3D animation in order 
to create graphics and moving images while creating console or computer video 
games. 

Source: http://www.theartcareerproject.com/get-movin-with-a-career-in-3d-animation/215/ 
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Vocabulary 
animated (adjective) 
turned into cartoons 

skits (noun) 
short episodes 

to break (verb) 
to enter 

to further (verb) 
to advance 

console (noun) 
the control unit of a computer system 
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Questions 
Question 1 
What is another name for 3D animation? 

Question 2 
List two differences between 2D animation and 3D animation. 

Question 3 
What is a single picture in a video called? 

Question 4 
List five products that 3D animators can create.  

Question 5 
Name two specializations in creating animations. 

Question 6 
Name four people whom 3D animators might work with.  

Question 7 
Why are jobs in 3D animation increasing so rapidly? 

Question 8 
What level of education is usually required to become a 3D animator?  

Question 9 
Name four kinds of subjects that 3D animators study. 

Question 10 
Name two possible employers of 3D animators.  
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Answers 
Answer 1 
3D CGI is another name for 3D animation. 

Answer 2 
1. 3D has much more depth   
2. 3D looks much more realistic 

Answer 3 
A frame is a single picture in a video. 

Answer 4 
1. long feature movies  
2. advertisements/short skits  
3. website animations  
4. animations for video games  
5. special effects for live action motion pictures 

Answer 5 
1. creating animated people  
2. creating background animation/landscapes and buildings 

Answer 6 
1. writers  
2. directors  
3. voice actors  
4. music directors 

Answer 7 
Most animated scenes are now created with this type of technology. 

Answer 8 
Four years of post-secondary education is needed. 
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Answer 9 
1. art courses  
2. computer courses  
3. anatomy courses  
4. natural science courses 

Answer 10 
1. large animation studios  
2. video gaming developers 

 

 


